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2004-05 DEAN’S SCHOLARS

Congratulations to Arkhat Abzhanov, PhD who
received a Dean’s Scholars Award for his research on
how differentiation of the cranial neural crest cells into
chondrocytes and osteocytes occurs on the cellular
and tissue level. Arkhat is also interested in the
mechanisms by which the processes evolve to
produce distinct craniofacial morphologies. Arkhat is
working in the Tabin Lab at HMS Genetics. Arkhat has
written 18 original manuscripts since 1998.

Congratulations to Rachel Badovinac, DMD, ScM
who received a Dean’s Scholars Award for her
research project on the multigenic and environmental
effects on risk for isolated nonsyndromic cleft lip with
or without cleft palate. Rachel is working with Marco
Ramoni on this project. Rachel’s long-term goal is to
have a multidisciplinary background in dental
medicine, epiodemiology and bioinformatics.

Congratulations to Alexandre DaSilva, DMD, DMSc
who received a Dean’s Scholars Award for his
research on treatment of trigeminal pain. Alex is
working in the MGH NMR Center for biomedical
imaging in Charlestown. Alex’s fundamental goal is to
establish an independent scientific academic career,
integrating multiple neuroimaging techniques in the
study of trigeminal pain.

Congratulations to Porsche Jumlongras, DDS, PhD
who received her second year of funding for a Dean’s
Scholars Award. Porsche is working in the Maas Lab
at BWH Division of Genetics. She has been working
on two projects involving molecular mechanisms of
mammalian tooth development. The goal of the first
project is to identify critical regulatory elements for
Msx1 and Bmp4 expression and function in mouse
developing dental mesenchyme at bud stage. The
second project is a collaborative effort with the Beier
Lab on genetic interactions of Msx1, Pax9 and Cpof.
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Congratulations to Sung Bang (2006) and
Zach Peacock (2004) for receiving
prestigious AADR Hatton Awards. Sung
received 1st place for, Frequency analysis of
competence genes of streptococcus mutans
and, Zach received 3rd place for Caries
protective effects of intranasal immunization
of s. mutans GbpB peptides.

The Biomaterials/Bioengineering Award was
presented to C Young, S Terada, J Vacanti,
M Honda, J Bartlett*, P Yelick* (Forsyth,
MGH and HSDM) for Tissue engineering of
complex tooth structures on biodegradable
polymer scaffolds (J Dent Research 2002).
*Drs. Bartlett and Yelick are Faculty in the
HSDM Oral and Developmental Biology Dept.

Student Research Day
April 29, 3004

On April 29th, HSDM will hold its annual
Research Day event. Predoctoral and
Advanced Graduate Education students
from the Harvard School of Dental
Medicine will present research projects
in the areas of basic, translational, and
epidemiological science. Poster
Presentations will be held at the
Vanderbilt Common Room, in the
morning (9am-12pm) and afternoon
(2pm-5pm). Oral presentations are from
12pm-2pm in MEC 250. HSDM clinics
will be closed all day for the event. All
HSDM students and faculty are invited to
attend. Refreshments will be provided.
For further information please contact
Alejandro Montalvo in the Office of
Dental Education: 617-432-1376.
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RESEARCH LECTURE

Paul T. Sharpe, PhD

Head, Department of Craniofacial Development;
Dickinson Professor of Craniofacial Biology;
Director of Research, Dental Institute, King's College London

Molecular control of tooth morphogenesis
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HMS CANNON ROOM
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