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We are pleased to welcome two new staff members to the Office of Research.

JENNIFER MOLTONI, a Staff Assistant joins us from HMS Social Medicine and resides
on the 5 floor. Jennifer works Tue, Thu and Fri. Jennifer's main responsibility is
supporting Dr. Catherine Hayes and all student research activities.

ANNIE STUDDARD, a Lab Aide will reside on the 4th floor. Annie has over five years
of experience as a Lab Aide for HMS Pathology. Annie’s main responsibility is running
the specialized washers, dryers and autoclave machines, as well as general support
for the 3 floors of research space in the new building.
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We are in the process of updating the HSDM Office of Research Ecommons site to include a
forms section and student research items. If you feel that items are missing, please email Dawn or
Jennifer. We welcome your comments, suggestions and corrections.
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We are pleased to announce the Class of 2007 Research Academy Members:
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BY RABIE SHANTI

Howard Hughes Medical Institute-National Institutes of Health Research Scholar

The field of tissue engineering is one of the most exciting and
rapidly developing areas of biomedical research. Therefore, |
decided to spend my year at the NIH working in a tissue-
engineering laboratory. Currently, | am working as a Howard
Hughes Medical Institute-Natfional Institutes of Health
Research Scholar in the laboratory of Dr. Rocky Tuan, Ph.D.,
Branch Chief of the Cartilage Biology and Orthopaedics
Branch of the National Institute of Arthritis and
Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases.

Our laboratory applies principles of molecular biology as well
as engineering principles to fabricate musculoskeletal fissues.
My project specifically focuses on using a novel biodegradable
construct and human bone marrow derived mesenchymal
progenitor cells for the development of engineered skeletal
muscle for clinical applications. Through this work | am gaining
exposure to the most state-of-the-art technology in design

and fabrication of bioconductive
biomaterials; cell and tissue imaging; and
isolation and expansion of tissue progenitor
cells. | am also involved in a large
laboratory effort that combines the
expertise of engineers, clinicians, scientists,
and statisticians to study the molecular
mechanisms regulating distraction
osteogenesis, a bone lengthening
procedure, in a mouse model. Dr. Tuan has
not only given me an independent project,
but is also providing me with a great deal
of mentorship and support that will
certainly foster my development towards a
career in which | can integrate my clinical
and research passions.

| hope to see many more of my HSDM colleagues apply to the HHMI-NIH Research Scholars Program
and fake advantage of our curriculum’s support of student research and really embark on the
experience of a life fime. This program provides students with fremendous resources that will guide a
student towards a career in science, such as, weekly events and lectures featuring NIH and HHMI
investigators, opportunities fo attend scientific meetings, as well as living with 44 other medical and
dental students who all posses a great deal of excitement for science and research. | have been very
forfunate in receiving so much support from HSDM, specifically Dean Donoff, Dr. Hayes, Dr. Flynn, and
the MGH Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery in my pursuit of this fellowship, as well as
working for Dr. Tuan in such a dynamic and stimulating laboratory that is really at the cutting edge of
science.



HSDM GRAND ROUNDS

Hypoxia, HIF-1Talpha and VHL in endochondral
bone development

ERNESTINA SCHIPANI, MD, PHD

Massachusetts General Hospital Endocrine Unit
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School
Assistant in Biology, Massachusetts General Hospital
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