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We are pleased to announce that Vicki Rosen, PhD has
accepted the position of Chair of the Oral and
Developmental Biology Department at HSDM. Dr. Rosen is
succeeding Dr. Bjorn Olsen, who for the past eight years
has served as Chair of the Department and Acting Dean of
Research. Dr. Olsen has agreed to accept the position of
Dean of Research effective July 2005.

Dr. Rosen, a Professor in the Department, is
internationally recognized as a pioneer in cell and
developmental biology. Her contributions to the molecular
cloning and characterization of the large bone
morphogenetic protein (BMP) family helped establish a
whole new field of cytokine signaling. Her extraordinary
achievements in science are matched by her
accomplishments as a strategic thinker, leader, and
mentor. Dr. Rosen’s relationship with HSDM dates back
more than a decade. As a distinguished Research Scientist
and Director at the Genetics Institute, Dr. Rosen worked
with Drs. Howell and Fiorellini on various clinical research
projects.

Research in the Rosen Lab includes projects include defining the physiological role of BMP-2
in the skeleton; delineating the mechanism by which BMP-3 acts as a negative regulator of
bone mass during skeletal development and aging; studying the cell populations and
signaling molecules critical for joint morphogenesis and function; and identifying novel
regulators important for the repair and regeneration of tendons and ligaments. Dr. Rosen
will be moving her Lab from The Forsyth Institute to HSDM REB 5t floor starting April
2005.
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for our Weekly Research Data Presentations.




“Human genome variation and the
genefic basis of common disease”

Dr. Altshuler is a human geneticist and clinical endocrinologist whose research uses tools and
information from the Human Genome Project to investigate the genetic causes of cormmon
human diseases. He is Associate Professor of Genetics and of Medicine at Harvard Medical

School, and a member of the

Department of Molecular Biology
and Attending Physician in the
Diabetes Unit at Massachusetts
General Hospital. He is also Director
of Medical and Population Genetics
at the Whitehead Institute/MIT
Center for Genome Research, and
an Affiliate Member of the
Whitehead Institute for

Biomedical Research.

Dr. Altshuler is one of the world's
leading scientists on the study of
human genetic variation and its
application to disease. Among his
discoveries is the finding that a
common genetic variant increases
the risk of contracting type 2
diabetes. His study helps explain
why some people are more likely
than others to contract diabetes
and provides a blueprint for
analyzing the role of genetic
variations in disease.

Dr. Altshuler received his BS in
Life Sciences in 1986 from MIT,
his PhD in 1993 from Harvard
University and his MD in 1994
from Harvard Medical School.
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