
 
 

   
 
  
 

 

 

     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
    Congratulations to BJORN R. OLSEN, MD, PHD who 
    received a grant from The Foundation for Fighting Blindness for his 
    project, VEGF and collagen XVIII/endostatin in macular 
    degeneration and choroidal angiogenesis.   
    Dr. Olsen is collaborating with Napoleone Ferrara, MD, Genentech 
    Fellow in Molecular Oncology and Alexander Marneros, MD,  
    Research Associate from his Lab.  This research project asks three 
    questions about what is required for the pigmented cell layer behind the 
    retina to support visual functions in the adult.  One question is whether 
    production of a small protein, VEGF, by the pigmented cells is essential for 
the long-term survival and function of the light sensing cells within the retina and the blood vessels 
behind the retina.  The second question is whether the production of VEGF by the pigmented cells is 
essential for long-term function of the pigmented cell layer itself.  The third question is whether 
production by the pigmented cells of a connective tissue protein, called collagen XVIII/endostatin, is 
required for long-term visual function.  This protein is a component of thin membranes to which the 
retinal pigmented cells and blood vessel lining cells are attached, allowing the cells to be organized 
into thin sheets.   
 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2006-07 DEAN’S SCHOLAR RECIPIENTS 
 
   Y U K I K O  M A E D A ,  P H D  (New Award) 
     The role of Indian hedgehog in endochondral bone  
     formation after birth 
     Dr. Maeda received her PhD in Molecular Pharmacology in 2004 and since 
     then, has been a postdoctoral fellow in the Lanske Lab. Dr. Maeda is working on 
     generating and analyzing the phenotype of mice which are specifically ablated 
     for the Indian hedgehog gene in chondrocytes during postnatal life. Her 
     exciting work allows, for the first time, to investigate the role of Indian 
     hedgehog in the postnatal skeleton. 
 
   D E S P I N A  S I T A R A ,  P H D  (Continuation Award) 
     FGF-23 and phosphate homeostasis 
     Dr. Sitara received her PhD in Endocrinology and MSc in Molecular Genetics 
     and since 2003, has been a postdoctoral fellow in the Lanske Lab.  
     Dr. Sitara is working on the characterization of the Fibroblast-growth factor 23  
     null animals. Dr. Sitara has expanded her research in investigating the role of  
     Vitamin D in mediating the actions of Fgf-23 in vivo.  
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 G R A N T S  &   A W A R D S :  
 
  

TAREQ ABUREZEQ, DDS represented HSDM at the American College of Prosthodontics Massachusetts Section and placed third 
for his presentation and his MMSc thesis, The effect of flouride on intracellular protein expression in mouse ameloblasts. 

 
 
YUKIKO MAEDA, PHD  received the Harold M. Frost Young !Investigator Award to attend the American Society for Bone and 

Mineral Research Sun Valley Workshop on Skeletal Biology. Dr. Maeda (Lanske Lab) will present her research, The role of Indian 
hedgehog in endochondral bone formation after birth. 

 
MICHAEL O’TOOLE, DMD won first prize in the Remo Sinibaldi Competition at the American College of Prosthodontics 

Massachusetts Section. Michael received a travel grant to attend the ACP Annual Session in Miami. His poster was his MMSc thesis,  
 A biomechanical analysis of sandblasted and acid etched and machined surfaces.  
 
 
AMIT SACHDEO, DMD received an AADR Bloc Grant from NIDCR to attend and present at the 84th IADR General Session in 

Brisbane, Australia. Dr. Sachdeo will present his research, Biofilm formation in the edentulous. 
 
DESPINA SITARA, PHD received the John Haddad Young !Investigator Award to attend the American Society for Bone and Mineral 

Research conference. Dr. Sitara (Lanske Lab) presented her research, Vitamin D-mediated actions of Fgf-23 in vivo. 
 
 
    Congratulations to KIE KASUGA PHD  
    who received a grant from The Arthritis Foundation  
    for her project, Resolvin Inactivation: Omega-3 
    Lipid Mediators in Inflammation.  Dr. Kie is a  
    Postdoctoral Fellow in Oral Medicine, Infection &  
    Immunity (Serhan Lab). 
 
    
   Congratulations to LIN XU, MD, PHD who received  
   The Milton and Renee Glass Family Fellowship in Jaw Joints  
   and Ailled Musculo-Skeletal  
   Disorders for her project,  
   Temporomandibular Joint  
   Disorders Associated With  
   Collagen Mutations.  
   Dr. Xu is an Instructor in  
   Developmental Biology. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to MARTIN NWEEIA, DMD, DDS  
who received a grant from the National Science Foundation  

for his project, Inuit and Scient ific Studies of the  
Narwhal: Connecting Parallel Perceptions.  

Dr. Nweeia is a Clinical Instructor in Restorative Dentistry  
and Biomaterials Sciences and a Research Associate in the  
Marine Mammal Program at the Smithsonian Institution. 

     
 

     
 

 

 



 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q U E S T I O N S   
C O M M E N T S  

S U G G E S T I O N S ?   
DAWN M. DECOSTA  

HSDM OFFICE OF RESEARCH 
188 LONGWOOD AVENUE, REB-404  

BOSTON, MA 02115  
DAWN_DECOSTA@HSDM.HARVARD.EDU 
6 1 7 . 4 3 2 . 1 1 2 1  T E L  
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Effective June 1st, if you are interested in doing a clinical study 
with industrial support, or with grant support that involves the 
treatment or diagnosis of patients, any medical or behavioral 
intervention involving patients, or that relates to the testing of 
sponsor materials, devices, drugs or other products, please let 
Dawn DeCosta in the HSDM Office of Research know. She will 
ensure that the appropriate agreements get negotiated, 
reviewed and approved by all appropriate Harvard Offices, 
and will serve as your point of contact in the approval process.  
 
Please keep in mind that agreements with sponsors or industry 
that fund, or relate to any of your studies or work at Harvard 
(including clinical trials, device testing, material transfer or 
confidentiality agreements) cannot be signed by faculty or other 
HSDM employees individually. All such agreements must be 
reviewed, approved and signed by appropriate designees.   

NEW POLICY REGARDING CLINICAL RESEARCH AT HSDM 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S :  

 HSDM NEEDLESTICK EXPOSURE/INCIDENT PROTOCOL 
 
1. Force bleed if possible; 

2. Wash the affected area and/or flush mucus membranes thoroughly; 

3. Report the incident to the supervisor;  

4. Call the University Health Service at 617.432 .1370 or if this incident occurs after 
hours call 617.495.5711 to report and discuss the nature of the exposure and make 
an appointment; 

5. Fill out an Accident Report (OSHA Form 301) (Staff and Faculty Only) 
http://harvie.harvard.edu/benefits/pdf/accidentreport.pdf (be sure to print form on 
yellow paper); 

6. Fill out HSDM report below and make three copies and distribute as follows: 

a. University Health Services; 

b. The original copy will go the Chair of the HSDM EH&S Committee where the 
incident will be reported to the Committee and filed into a needlestick log. If 
the incident occurs in the Harvard Dental Center the Practice Manager will 
receive the original; 

c. Department Coordinator/Patient Business Office Manager. 

 
PLEASE CONTACT JIM MCBRIDE, DIRECTOR OF CORE LABORATORIES IF YOU 
HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS PROTOCOL (617.432.5613). 
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GRANTS.GOV? 
 
 
 
 
 

www.hms.harvard. 
edu/spa/grants_ 
gov/index.htm 


