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BJORN R. OLSEN AWARDED THE  
2006 H.C. JACOBÆUS GRANT  
 
 

Bjorn R. Olsen, MD, PhD received a grant to present as the  
guest H.C. Jacobæus lecturer.  These lectures are organized  
every year since 1959 by the Board of the H.C. Jacobæus’ Forelæsninger 
Foundation. The objective of the The H.C. Jacobæus grant is to host one or 
more annual lectures by guest lecturers. The lectures are held, if at all possible, 
in Scandinavian university towns or other venues in Europe associated with 
medical research. The topics of the lectures should fall within the fields of 
physiology or endocrinology.  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT 
STUDENT 
DEADLINES: 
 
October 12, 2006  
DMSc Students graduating 
in  2008  must submit the 
Approval of Thesis Advisory 
Committee Form  to the 
Office of Research. * 
 
October 15, 2006 
MMSc Students graduating 
in  2008  must submit 
their NIH-formatted 
proposal  to the Office of 
Research. * 
 
* The HSDM Office of 
Research has implemented 
new research requirements 
for MMSc students who 
matriculated on or after 
July 2005. In lieu of a 
traditional thesis defense, 
MMSc students are now 
required to write and be 
examined on an NIH-
formatted proposal. This 
does not apply to DMSc 
students. Please contact 
the Office of Research with 
questions, or to obtain for 
further information. 
 

HSDM GRAND ROUNDS:  
 

O c t o b e r  1 2 ,  2 0 0 6  
A T H A N A S I O S  Z A V R A S ,  D D S ,  D M S C  

Assistant Professor, Oral Health Policy & Epidemiology 
 Bisphosphonates and Osteonecrosis of the Jaw: Evidence 

from Population-Based Analyses in the US 
 

F e b r u a r y  9 ,  2 0 0 7  
M A T T H E W  W A R M A N ,  M D  

Director, Orthopedic Research at Children's Hospital Boston 
 

A p r i l  1 6 ,  2 0 0 7  
S T E P H E N  M .  K R A N E ,  M D  

!Persis, Cyrus, Marlow B Harrison Professor of Medicine 
MGH Division of Rheumatology, Allergy and Immunology 
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Congratulations to Dr. Zavras for his recent grant from the Fanconi 
Anemia Research Fund, Inc. for his project, “Technology Assessment 
for Oral Cancer Early Detection.” 
 
Oral cancer in Fanconi Anemia patients is a frequent, serious, and potentially morbid condition; in contrast to sporadic oral cancers that 
develop later in life, oral cancer among Fanconi Anemia patients manifests itself early. Clinicians and Fanconi Anemia families recognize that 
early diagnosis of cancer is critical; current diagnostic methods rely heavily in visual inspection for signs of the disease, and a biopsy of high-
risk or suspicious lesions. Although biopsies are invaluable in confirming malignant status or for staging, frequent biopsies affect quality of 
life, and often deter patients from seeking proper care.  
 
Several non-invasive or minimally-invasive technologies promise to assist clinicians in triaging suspicious lesions. This new grant addresses 
evaluation and utilization of new technologies for early detection of oral cancer. Using advanced text mining and statistical meta-analytic 
techniques, Dr. Zavras will identify and evaluate the underlying science of new diagnostic methods, marketed and under development, and 
assess several parameters of their use such as test sensitivity and specificity, positive and negative predictive values, risk of adverse effects, 
discomfort levels, etc. 
 
Dr. Zavras is Program Director of the Cancer Research & Control Program at the Cyprus International Institute. His work at the Institute aims 
to identify risk factors for cancer development in the Mediterranean region, to implement risk assessment and preventive programs and to 
design efficient national cancer surveillance systems. Dr. Zavras obtained his DMD degree from the University of Athens (1991), a certificate 
of advanced studies in Pediatric Dentistry from Tufts University (1993), a certificate of advanced studies in Dental Public Health from 
Harvard University (1995) and a certificate in Oral Epidemiology (1998) from Harvard University. He is a Diplomat of the American Board of 
Dental Public Health since 2003.! Dr. Zavras received a Masters of Science degree in Epidemiology from the Harvard School of Public Health 
(1994). Subsequently he received a Doctorate of Medical Science in Biology/Epidemiology from the Harvard Medical School (1999). His 
doctoral degree was sponsored by the National Institute of Dental & Craniofacial Research through a T32 training grant. !Dr. Zavras has 
significant public policy experience at the international level. He has represented the European Commission at the World Health Organization 
during the FCTC inter-governmental negotiations, and has served in multiple international public health committees (EC, WHO). In 2004 he 
represented the Hellenic Ministry of Health to the World Health Assembly. Dr. Zavras is the President of the International Society for the 
Prevention of Tobacco Induced Diseases. 
 

OLSEN NAMED SENIOR SCIENTIFIC AWARD RECIPIENT  
Bjorn R. Olsen, MD, PhD will receive the 2006 Senior Scientific Award from the American Society for Matrix Biology.   

Dr. Olsen is currently the Hersey Professor of Cell Biology at Harvard Medical School and Dean for Research at Harvard 

School of Dental Medicine.  Dr. Olsen has made important contributions to the field of matrix biology and has discovered 

several collagens, including collagen type XVIII/endostatin. His recent work focuses on several areas including skeletal 

and vascular morphogenesis, growth and remodeling/repair, genetic causes of degenerative joint disease (osteoarthritis) 

in humans and mice, and molecular mechanisms that lead to neoformation of dermal tissue in fibrotic diseases.  

Dr. Olsen is the Editor-In-Chief of Matrix Biology.   
 

ATHANASIOS ZAVRAS, DDS, MSc, DMSc   
Assistant Professor of Oral Health Policy and Epidemiology, Harvard 

School of Dental Medicine 
 



 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q U E S T I O N S ?   
 
C O M M E N T S ?   
 
S U G G E S T I O N S ?   
 
 
 
B J O R N  R .  O L S E N ,  M D ,  P H D ,  D E A N  F O R  R E S E A R C H  
D A W N  M .  D E C O S T A ,  A S S I S T A N T  D I R E C T O R ,  O F F I C E  O F  R E S E A R C H  
J I M  M C B R I D E ,  D I R E C T O R  O F  C O R E  L A B O R A T O R I E S  
G A M A L I A  P H A R M S ,  S T A F F  A S S S I S T A N T  
A N N I E  S T U D D A R D ,  L A B O R A T O R Y  A I D E   
 
HSDM OFFICE OF RESEARCH  188 LONGWOOD AVENUE, REB-4TH FLOOR  BOSTON, MA 02115  
DAWN_DECOSTA@HSDM.HARVARD.EDU  6 1 7 . 4 3 2 . 1 1 2 1  T E L 6 1 7 . 4 3 2 . 5 8 6 7  F A X  

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
IMPORTANT GRANT PROPOSAL INFORMATION  

  Grant Administrators will provide guidance on budget and proposal preparation.  

  NIH standing submission dates have been modified. 

• P’s January 25  (instead of Feb 1)  
• T’s January 25  (instead of Jan 10)  
• NEW R01’s February 5  (instead of Feb 1)  
• K’s February 12  (instead of Feb 1)  
• NEW R03’s, R21’s February 16  (instead of Feb 1)  
• Resubmission R01’s March 5  (instead of March 1)  
• Resubmission R03’s and R21’s March 16  (instead of March 1) 

  HSDM Finance & Administration & The Office of Research must review and approve 
 all budgets and potential grant transfers before proposal goes to Sponsored 
 Programs Administration to: 

• Identify any cost–sharing issues 
• Verify salary information (includes meeting NIH/HMS salary/stipend guidelines) 
• Identify potential staffing and space needs 
• Identify visa issues (Harvard University policy prohibits the employment of an 

individual prior to obtaining an appropriate visa) 
• Ensure compliance with appropriate training and certification 

  We strongly suggest your Department Chair and Dean for Research provide a    
 scientific review of your proposal. 

  PI's should not make any commitments to new personnel for their Lab without 
 discussing the matter with their Department Chair, the Office for Research and 
 Administration and Finance. 

  For non-federal awards without an established Overhead/F&A rate, SPA and the 
 Finance Office are requesting that you budget a minimum Overhead/F&A rate  
 of $95 per square foot. 
 
   Any clinical studies with industrial support or with grant support that involves the 
 treatment or diagnosis of patients, any medical or behavioral intervention 
 involving patients, or that relates to the testing of sponsor materials, devices, 
 drugs or other products must go through the Office of Research. 

 

PLEASE VISIT THE NEW 
COMMITTEE ON 
HUMAN SUBJECTS’ 
WEBSITE: 

http://www.hms.harvard.edu/orsp/huma
n/human.html 
 

Mandatory Harvard 
Ethics Training in Human 
Research (HETHR) 

HETHR was developed by all three Harvard IRBs 
(HMS/HSDM, HSPH and FAS) as part of an NIH 
Enhancement Grant for human studies research. All 
three IRBs will be using HETHR as their training 
program. The HETHR training is comprised of basic 
elements and special topics that must be completed 
to achieve and receive certification in human 
subjects research. The training takes approximately 
two hours from start to finish, however you may 
complete the training in several sittings. To learn 
more, visit the HETHR website at: 
http://hethr.harvard.edu. 


